Unveiling Kohoj Fort: 
A Short Historical Overview 


Kohoj Fort 


Kohoj Fort is located in Palghar district, near the villages of Kanchad and 
Gorhe. There are small paths from Gorhe village that lead to the fort. 


History :- 


Kohoj Fort is not very well known, so there are only a few references about it 
in historical texts. From the limited information available online, here's a brief 


history of the fort : 


Kohoj Fort, believed to be around 800 years old, is an important historical 
structure with a rich past. It is thought to have been built by the Bhoj dynasty, 
though some sources attribute its construction to a king of Gujarat. The fort 
played a significant role in regional defence, serving as a strategic watchtower 
to monitor the nearby coastline. In the 16th century, the Portuguese captured 
the fort and reinforced its defences. On 11th June 1665, Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Maharaj handed over the fort, along with 22 other forts, to the Mughals as 
part of the Treaty of Purandar. The Peshwas recaptured the fort in 1737, and 


later it fell under British control. 


Kohoj Fort is located in Goreh village, about ten miles west of Vada. It sits on 
a hill that is 1,906 feet high. The fort can only be reached by passing through 
a ravine formed by two spurs of the hill. In its prime, the fort had a gateway 
near the top of the hill, with low, crumbling walls on either side, stretching 
between the spurs. The climb to the upper part of the fort is steep and was 
vulnerable to attacks from various directions. The fortifications mainly 
covered the southern and western sides of the hill, where cliffs were so steep 
that no additional defences were needed elsewhere. The top of the hill is about 
400 yards long but narrows to just 40 yards in some areas. Inside the fort, 


there was a granary, a storeroom, and a garrison house. Water was provided 


by nine cisterns carved into the rock, with one more cistern located outside the 


gateway.' 


By 1862, Kohoj Fort was in a state of ruin. The fort's defences were 

neglected, and the cement had worn away, turning many of the walls into piles 
of loose stones. Although water was still available from the cisterns, there was 
no food supply, showing how the fort had fallen into decay. Today, only a few 


ruins are left, quietly reminding us of its rich history. 


The Fort :- 


Currently, the fort has three temples, stones covered in vermilion that are 
worshipped as deities, two Hanuman carvings on stones, one bastion, a few 
stairs, water cisterns, and two cannons. In the village at the base of the fort, 
there is a cannon believed to be from the time of Shivaji Maharaj, which has 
been painted and placed in front of a house, possibly belonging to the 


descendants of the Maratha warriors.’ 


Folklore :- 


According to local stories, when Shivaji Maharaj plundered Surat and was 
returning with the treasure, he stayed at Kohoj Fort for a day (possibly 
overnight). It is believed that he left some of the Surat treasure at the fort, and 


since then, a divine power has been protecting it. 
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httos://gazetteers.maharashtra.gov.in/cultural.maharashtra. gov.in/english/gazetteer/Thana%20District/ 
places _Koj.html 


? It's unclear whether the temples and two cannons on the fort are from Shivaji Maharaj's time or were 
added later. 
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Sadhu with his boat 


Small Temple 


Top view from the fort 


The rock formation at the top looks like a meditating priest from one direction 


Small Hanuman temple 


A makeshift temple in a nook in the bastion 


It appears that in 2012, the temple on the fort and the damaged statues of 
Hanuman were in very poor condition. The villagers might have been 
neglecting the fort. 
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Naturally formed - human like structure 
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Small Temple 
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Pazaar Lake 


A cannon located in the village 
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Kohoj Fort 


It seems that in 2014, the temple was painted with colour. Along with that, the 
Hanuman statue and other structures were likely improved as well. 


6 December 2014 


Credit :- 


https://deccanhikers.blogspot.com/2014/12/kohoj-fort-dilwala-trek. html? 
m=1 
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Kohoj Fort 


Lake 
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Temple 
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Trail that moves towards left from here goes to Citadel (Balekilla), Any fort’s 
top most point and most secure area. As you pass through entrance (Darwaja) 
which is in dilapidated state, there is small temple near the entrance. From 
here, a trail towards right, takes us to “Human” structures. 


| 


Human like stractures 


29 January 2015 
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Kohoj Fort 
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Reflection of Kohoj Fort in the waters 


Temple 
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In earlier times, this used to serve as a water tank 
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The topmost point of the fort 


Fortification 
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Another Temple 


Highest point of the fort 
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Heart shaped lake 


1 October 2016 
Credit :- htt 
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The base Village of Vaghote from where the trail begins - 
Trek to Kohoj Fort 
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Almost half a kilometre of the trail passes right beside the lake which creates a 
magical view during monsoons as the image of the green trees around and the 
fort reflects in the lake water 
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The Pazhar Lake with the backdrop of the Kohoj Fort during monsoon 
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At the hill-top of Kohoj Fort 
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21 March 2019 
Credit :- http://www.trekkerfreak.com/kohoj-fort-trek/ 
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View From the Kohoj Fort 


Kohoj fort top 
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Pazhar Lake also known as Shelte Lake 


Lord Krishna Temple 
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Man-Shaped Pinnacle 


Pazhar / Shelte Lake - Heart Shaped Lake 


Lord Hanuman Temple 
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Water Tanks 


Main Entrance Gate 
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15 June 2019 
Credit :- 


Kohoj Fort 


Kohoj Lake 


Way to kohoj 


Some places 
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Kohoj Fort’s Map 
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Water Tanks 


Temple 
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Part of the fort 
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Water storage tanks in the caves 
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Huge rock on the entrance 
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Temple & Other 
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4 January 2024 
Credit :- A friend of mine visited the Kohoj Fort 


Kohoj Fort 
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Water Storage Tanks 


5 July 2024 
(When I Visited Kohoj Fort) 


Kohoj Fort 
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Temples, Cannon & Idol Of Gods 
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Water Tank 


Looking at the size of this place, it seems that in ancient times, 
(perhaps a deity's image) might have been placed here. 


an object 
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Based on the information I have gathered, Kohoj Fort is a historical site. 
During the Treaty of Purandar, Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj handed over this 
fort to the Mughals. This event suggests that the fort must have been one of 
great importance. It was 72 years later, in 1737, that the Marathas recaptured 
it. It is likely that the British took control of the fort either before or after the 
fall of the Maratha Empire in 1818. Unfortunately, historical records contain 
very little information about this fort, with only a couple of lines mentioning 
it. Even in modern times, there is limited information available online about 
Kohoj Fort. 


Since India's independence, it seems that little has been done in terms of 
construction or restoration work on the fort. Photos from 2012 suggest that, at 
that time, the fort had not been given much attention. However, after 2012, as 
the internet became more widely accessible, the number of visitors to the fort 
began to increase. By 2024, the condition of the fort has improved. The 
temples have been repainted, and the idols are in good condition. 
Nevertheless, there is still much work to be done on the fort. It is hoped that 
in the future, the forgotten history of this fort will be uncovered, and new 
remains may be discovered. 


Thank You 


© Kalpesh Shende 


Contact :- kalpeshshende760@gmail.com 
(1st September 2024) 


